Lymphocytotoxicity against autologous hepatocytes and membrane-bound IgG in viral and autoimmune chronic active hepatitis.
Membrane-bound IgG and lymphocytotoxic activity of total, T-enriched and T-depleted lymphocytes, using autologous hepatocytes have been evaluated in: (a) 31 patients with chronic active hepatitis (CAH) (six autoimmune and 25 hepatitis B virus - HBV-related); (b) five patients with inactive alcoholic cirrhosis; and (c) nine subjects with normal hepatic histology. Lymphocytotoxicity was positive in 83% of autoimmune CAH and 68% of HBV-related cases; it was confined to the T-depleted subpopulation in the first group, while it was present in both the T-enriched and T-depleted subpopulations in 81% of HBV-related cases. Membrane-bound IgG was present in 58% of group (a) and in none of the other groups. A linear pattern was found in four out of five autoimmune CAH patients with positive lymphocytotoxic activity. The autoimmune patient with lymphocytotoxic activity within the normal range did not show any membrane fluorescence. Among HBV-related CAH patients, 13 presented a granular pattern, two an associated granular and linear pattern and ten were negative. These data suggest that different lymphocytotoxic mechanisms are involved in the two forms of CAH studied.